Modified WW-P Student Input for Teacher Recommendation 

Please complete the questions below and send the word document file back to me so I may begin writing your college recommendations over the summer.  Just so you know I write them as a first come first served process.  What that means to you is if you choose to wait until late in August to get me this information, or even September, your letters may not be sent out in the time you desire.

Your Name: 

Your E-mail Address: 

Course(s) you took with me, and the year(s) taken: 

1. Why did you ask me to write this recommendation for you?  In other words why me as opposed to another teacher? (I am not fishing for compliments; I want your reasoning for feeling that I can write you the best letter possible to help you achieve your goal).

2. Please recall a success you had in my class.  Why were you successful?  What did you do to contribute to your success?  Please explain in detail.

3. Please recall a frustration in my class (e.g. academic, social)?  Why were you frustrated?  How did you handle that? Please explain in detail.

4. Is there a special piece of your work from my class that helped you learn? Please include it or help me to recall it by providing an explanation of the project, learning experience, etc. and, if graded, the grade assigned.

5. How would you describe your learning style in my class?  Please write more than “you talked and I listened.”  What worked for you and what didn’t?  How did you adjust when it didn’t work for you?

6. When you were faced with a difficult concept in my class, what approach did you take to help you understand the material?  Please don’t just write, “I read the textbook over again.”  I want to be able to share with colleges how you approach problems, and this will give me some insight.

7. Assess how motivated you were in my class using a scale of 1-10 (1 being the lowest and 10 being the highest).  Please don’t just say 10 because you think that is what I want to hear.  I need to know what your motivation was and why.


a. Explain your rating.


b. Give an example of when you were most motivated to learn.


c. Give an example of when you were unmotivated to learn.

8. What academic skills are your major strengths (e.g. creative writing, problem solving, critical analysis, debate, discussion, drawing, performing, time management, organizational skills, etc.)? Give an example from my class to support this.  I really need your help to share with your college selections your strengths.


9. What do you think was your major weakness in my class?  Please give some thought to what you think that was and how did you overcome it to be successful.  This is important for helping colleges understand how you manage adversity.

10. Do you plan to pursue this curriculum/content area in college and how?  If not what do you think you want to do?  Remember I will not be insulted if you say no, I understand that physics is not everyone’s thing.  Just because I like it I don’t expect that you must also.  But I would like to know what you plan on pursuing in college and was there anything you learned in my class that can or will help you be successful in your chosen major.

