
Students for a Democratic Society, The Port Huron Statement (1962) 
In 1960, students at the University of Michigan formed an organization called the 
Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) to support the civil rights struggle in the South. 
In 1962, SDS, which was gaining popularity among college students across the country, 
decided to confront not only civil rights but all the ills of postwar society. 

 

Throughout the 1960s, SDS became increasingly radical. Although the media found it 
convenient to portray the SDS the one voice of young Americans, in reality the group lost 
members because of its increasing radicalism and because students were too diverse to be 
represented by just one organization. In 1969, the organization splintered and eventually 
dissolved. The most radical students, who became known as the Weathermen, resorted to 
terrorist violence to further their cause. Even that activity ceased, however, after three 
Weathermen were killed while making bombs. 

In 1962 Tom Hayden and Robert Alan Haber wrote the “Port Huron Statement,” which 
appears below. The statement was a clarion call to their own generation and a warning to 
their parents' generation that the status quo was unacceptable. 

We are the people of this generation, bred in at least modest comfort, housed now in the 
universities, looking uncomfortably to the world we inherit. 

When we were kids the United States was the wealthiest and strongest country in the 
world; the only one with the atom bomb, the least scarred by modern war, an initiator of 
the United Nations that we thought would distribute Western influence throughout the 
world. Freedom and equality for each individual, government of, by, and for the people-
these American values we found good, principles by which we could live as men. Many 
of us began maturing in complacency. 

As we grew, however, our comfort was penetrated by events too troubling to dismiss. 

First, the permeating and victimizing fact of human degradation, symbolized by the 
Southern struggle against racial bigotry, compelled most of us from silence to activism. 

Second, the enclosing fact of the Cold War, symbolized by the presence of the Bomb, 
brought awareness that we ourselves, and our friends, and millions of abstract "others" 
we knew more directly because of our common peril, might die at any time. We might 
deliberately ignore, or avoid or fail to feel all other human problems, but not these two, 
for these were too immediate and crushing in their impact, too challenging in the demand 
that we as individuals take the responsibility for encounter and resolution. 

 

Document Analysis 

 In this statement, why did the authors of the Port Huron Statement emphasize racial 
bigotry and the arms race? 

What had changed in the United States, according to the students of this new generation? 


