
Advanced Placement 
United States History 

End of Year 2017 Gala 
Historical Extravaganza 

120 Points 
 
Over the remainder of the school year you will be working in groups to produce a time capsule of 
an American decade during the twentieth century.  Your group may choose from the following 
decades: 1960s, 1970s or 1980s. The presentation of this product must include visuals, music, 
skits, and other creative representations.  Costumes and technical creativity are required. 
 
As you saw above the entire project will be worth 120 points and constitutes a significant portion 
of your fourth marking period grade.  Your group’s finished product must be historically and 
creatively organized and clearly represent and illustrate your theme for the decade.  Each of the 
items or entries in your time capsule will be backed by written material that explains its historical 
role in defining your decade.  Your group must submit an annotated bibliography of all your 
primary and secondary sources in proper MLA format.  By this point in the year my expectation 
is that you will have a major portion of your research primary and only a very minimal part as 
secondary. Your group must develop a title for your decade, and all writings, visuals and 
presentations will support and explain the title. 
 
Your time capsule must include all of the following: 
 

• A collection of the most popular musical hits such as the “top ten hit parade” or other 
significant songs of the decade are necessary.  What songs were groundbreaking and 
which were ephemeral?  Performances of these songs are necessary and required.   

 
• A major and influential trial that grabbed the public’s attention and may have been 

dubbed “the trial of the century.”  This must be reenacted or cleverly presented, not 
standing up with a few power point slides. 

 
• A popular sitcom, children’s show and/or quiz show on radio or television performed in 

either a skit or another visual form. 
 

• A collection of important events and individuals from your decade, presented in a 
creative format.  

 
• A sampling of choice morsels from gossip columns or movie magazines of the time 

 
• An overview of the Pulitzer Prize and Oscar winners again explaining which were 

ephemeral and which were abiding works, and why 
 

• Memorable sporting names and events 
 

• Major Foreign relations and the events, people and effects on America  
 

• You should include additional cultural, political, and/or economic events as needed.  
This is what might distinguish between a good job and going the extra mile. 

 



• Your cohesiveness as a group will be evident in the work you present and perform to the 
class in a manner that ties the decade together and gives it a name and an image.   

 
• A written report that includes illustrations or pictures to explain each of your elements 

and must be historically and creatively organized.  This will be in the form of a children’s 
book that tells the story of your decade.  This is where you should be backing up your 
historical roles and skits with written information that shows the historical accuracy 
written for children to understand.  Think back to some of your most memorable 
children’s books and be creative along those lines. 

 
 
Grading 
 
Written and visuals – 33.3% or 45 points 

• Title/Theme for the decade 
• Organization of your project to include the daily record of group and individual 

accomplishments 
• Creativity 
• Historical context and analysis 

 
Presentation – 66.6% or 75 points 

• Organization – is your group organized, and are your skits ready to go or is there 
confusion and disorganization among the team – 15 Points 

• Participation – does everyone have a significant role to play throughout the show? – 15 
Points 

• Execution to include - Classroom decoration, set design, and costumes, script, music, 
video, etc. – did your team set the proper mood and tone for the presentation?   – 75 
Points – You may not have notes, note cards, papers, etc. with you when presenting 

 
You are required to keep a DAILY record of group and individual accomplishments as it pertains 
to your project.  This “self-assessment” must be written each and every day and available to be 
checked at any time.  You will be using Google Docs as the method for everyone to communicate 
this to me.  You must create a document and share it with your peers and teacher. 
 
Some previous student comments: 
 
I would like to see periodic deadlines throughout the course of the project… we had a good three 
weeks to work but we kind of kept pushing things off until the deadline came closer… Not 
happening, time management are important skills. 
 
I would keep the task to have music and performances… it allowed us to collaborate as a group 
on the choreography and also allowed us to dive into the culture of the decade. 
 
I would have procrastinated much less than we had and started the project much earlier… 
Important to note 
 
There is honestly not much to improve upon.  The task is very open ended and it is up to the 
individual groups to put in the effort to achieve a successful play.  …those who choose to slack 
off will find difficulty. 
 



One of the biggest, but most rewarding challenges in the task is synthesizing such a vast variety 
of topics into one coherent play. 
 
Although a lot of time we butted heads there would have been no way to cover as much as we did 
without the number of people in our group. 
 
I would change the reflection requirements from daily to something less frequent. – This came 
up frequently – What do you suggest is a reasonable compromise to insure you are actually 
doing something over the next three weeks? 
 
In order to pull something like this there needs to be a lot of communication and collaboration 
between the group members. 
 
What I liked most is the vagueness and ambiguity of the project.  As students we can interpret the 
information necessary in any way. 
 
I wish we would have [sic} rehearsed more for the project because I felt the performance of our 
group was a little too fast for everyone to understand the main point. 
 
I didn’t understand the point of making the children’s book.  It seemed like “Oh, just for kicks, 
let’s have them do some extra work.”  - This came up frequently as something to improve 
upon… so what do you suggest for the written component? – Short preview video?  Critics 
summary?  Other thoughts? Preview video is okay but must be presented at least one week 
prior to your performance date. 
 
If I could improve one thing on this project it would be less parts, but that probably is not going 
to happen… Correct. 
 
I would make sure a “certain” individual in the group had an email that actually worked… 
 
I would also wish that when I gathered bibliographies and said to send them by 6:00PM that some 
of the members wouldn’t send it at 11:30PM. – Should you make arrangements and your 
peers do not send you the work DO NOT wait for them.  Produce the produce and it 
becomes your peer’s problem. 
 
…the fact that you require singing/dancing as part of it makes it really fun.  At first I dreaded this 
part because I hate performing/embarrassing myself in front of my classmates.  In the end that 
turned out to be one of the funnest [sic] parts of the presentation and my group had a fun time 
doing them. 
 
The open-ended part of the project can be done over and over and over again in tons of different 
ways which is rare for a project.  Allowing students to do whatever they want makes it a lot more 
fun and it doesn’t hinder the main learning goal of the project. 
 
Fewer days for research and more for practicing and rehearsing… That’s up to you and your 
work schedule. 
 
One thing that was a little bit challenging in the beginning of the project was determining which 
events and aspects of the decade were the most important and needed to be added into the play.  I 
think it could be potentially helpful for future groups if there was a short list of suggested topics 



or of the most important/necessary topics, just to keep the groups on task and make sure they hit 
the basics.   – Nope 
 
Moving the timing of the project because of having to study for finals and memorize lines… No 
longer an issue ☺  
 
More time to rehearse in the classroom… I know you already gave a lot of time but I still thought 
it wasn’t enough considering our group was unable to meet outside of this allotted time given our 
conflicting schedules. 
 
As happy as I was that we were allowed to choose our groups, I’m not sure it was a good idea to 
let us do so.  The biggest problem I had…was with the arguments that arose in my group.  Some 
showed up to meetings on time, and then had to wait the extra two hours for other members to 
show up.  People were resistant to ideas that would have been good because they thought it would 
make them look ridiculous.  My group did not get along and if we had our project would have 
been better. 
 
Lack of restrictions on how the play must be run is by far the most alluring part of the project 
 
All the requirements forced all of us to come up with clever ways to fit in random bits in 
conversation and scenes and made us have several different types of scenes which made writing 
and performing the play really entertaining and challenging at the same time. 
 
The creative freedom. [sic]  The ability to perform live music, choreograph dances and dress up 
as different characters was quite rewarding. 
 
Rehearsing more and planning out the performance better. 
 
Customizable checkpoints for each group and group members… this may help groups stay 
focused (we tended to keep pushing back our group made dates because of new problems 
popping up such as busy schedules) Again this is your responsibility to manage the time 
allotted to you. 
 
Time management check-in for groups with you such as when script is written by certain dates, 
etc. [sic] See my comment above 
 
 
 


